MULTISENSORY APPROACH
FACT SHEET

1 out of 5 children are dyslexic,
(spatial thinkers)

To effectively implement a sense of inclusion and understand-
ing of the differences in which youth learn and develop.

1. Academic Success
Life-long learners
Increased High School graduation rates and College educa-
tion
All youth possess the ability to read and learn

. Self Confidence
Youth who have self pride
Youth who develop resistance skills and who do not feel
powerless
Responsible citizens
A sense of accomplishment
Youth who are self-motivated
Youth who demonstrate a freedom of self expression
Youth who posses a positive body language and image

3. Character & Leadership
Youth who coach and mentor other Kids and peers
Youth who are empowered
Youth who are self confident

Multi = mul-ti-, - [prefix] “more than one”

Sensory = sen-so-ry, [adj] “Involving or derived from the
senses”

Multisensory = mul-ti-sen-so-ry - [adj] “Relating to or involving
several bodily senses”

Multisensory instruction combines three learning senses--audi-
tory (hearing and speaking), visual (seeing and perceiving), and
kinesthetic (touch and movement). At the Boys & Girls Clubs
of Portland Metropolitan Area, it is our intent to utilize MSA
(Multisensory Approach) in all aspects of our nationally proven
life-saving programs, to enrich the learning and development of
every child in our care.




TWO BRAIN PROCESSES

What is Dyslexia?

Dyslexia is neurological in origin, and interferes with the
acquisition and processing of language.

Dyslexic children (spatial thinkers) are those with average
to superior intelligence whose achievement in language
skills — reading, penmanship, spelling, oral, and/or written
expression - is not commensurate with their intelligence, in
spite of educational opportunities, socio-economic back-
ground, or even the desire to learn. They are not learning
disabled, mentally deficient, brain damaged, or emotionally
disturbed. Their difficulties are specific to language skills
and are in no way global in nature. Spatial thinkers are are
very responsive to multi-sensory instruction.

The Slingerland Approach

There are several basic principles which serve as the
foundation for the Slingerland Approach. These in-
clude:

Simultaneous Multisensory Presentation and re-
inforcement of information which strengthens the
students’ strongest learning modalities; including
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic.

Beginning with a Single Unit of sight or sound or
thought, and preceding to the more complex.

Teaching Through the Intellect...never relying on
repetitious or memorization based learning. Em-
phasis is given to understanding the basic concepts
and developing effective learning strategies.

Ensuring a Successful Performance by the child,
by structuring developmental and learning experi-
ences in a positive environment. This is a success-
oriented approach, in which the instructor assumes
responsibility for the appropriateness of the task,
provides needed pre-instruction, gives the nec-
essary guidance to assure the student’s success,
reinforces the successful development and pro-
vides opportunities for practice in carrying skills to
functional use.

Assisting Youth in Carrying Skills to Functional
Use. Dyslexic youth often have difficulty in the
association and generalization of information. It
is important therefore that when information is
given, that it is given in isolated fragments, how-
ever that each part be tied and connected to the
greater whole.




