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Last week a teen started talking to me like teens do. He shared with me many family issues that he was facing. I automatically thought back to five years ago, and the many obstacles that I experienced when I was his age. As we shared, I could relate many of my stories and experiences to what he was going through and as time passed I could see him slowly dropping his guard and allowing me to becoming part of his life story. I thought back to the time when I was looking for someone to tell my story to. When first attending the Meyer Boys & Girls Club I was completely lost. I had no idea who I was or what really matter to me. I met the teen director who took the time to get to know me and allowed my true colors to be exposed. My memories of the Boys & Girls Club include a month’s worth of late night discussions, 10,000 bags of popcorn, hours of tears caused by struggled relationships, hundreds of consequences that led toward a better understanding of responsibility, and finally a part of a family where ten-year-old Dru became my nagging little brother and sixteen-year-old Shauna looked to me for big sister advice.


The Club means acceptance, a safe place to talk, creative space, mentors without pressure, a chance to learn independence, a place to call home. When my parents were fighting and contemplative divorce, the Club was the place to go. When my father was diagnosed with a brain tumor and I needed a place to cry, the Club was the place to go. When my grades were poor (pretty darn awful) and I felt like dropping out, the Club was the place to go. And when I got my first 4.0 in school, and needed a place to celebrate, the Club was the place to go. When I needed to practice responsibility and leadership and needed to find a part-time job, the Club was the place to go. Now, as I look for mentors and career guidance, the Club is the place to go.

As Portland Youth of the Year, I am the example of how the Club can make a difference in one person’s life. I will continue to grow, learn, make mistakes, and keep learning and the Club will always remain a constant guideline of how I want to live my life. 
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