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The Boys and Girls Club is my internship for life.  The Club is a microcosm of what the real, adult world is going to be like.  It is a refuge for anyone with hopes, anyone with fears, and anyone seeking compassion or empathy.  The Club is a sanctuary.  Everyone at the Club shares the same trepidations, yet we are all unique.  Club members come from different backgrounds, speak different languages, and even possess different tastes in clothes.  We are diverse, yet, at the Club, we find a way to comfort each other.  In a way, the Club is a representation of the United States: many people coming together seeking guidance, opportunity, and a sense of belonging.


When I first came to the Club, the staff made me feel like an equal.  On my first day, Valerie, gave me a tour of the Club. One thing that I clearly remember was when she asked me my name and, from that moment on, she always referred to me by “Jose.”  This small gesture of kindness immediately provided me with a feeling of acceptance and reassured me that the Club was a positive environment, for me and others to grow.  


The Boys and Girls staff selflessly devoted their time and financial resources to help me and my friends.  They helped my best friend and fellow Club member, Robert, to buy groceries when his mother was hospitalized.  Every Christmas, they provided me with a countless number of gifts and necessities in order to alleviate the financial burdens that the holidays placed upon my family.  They took me on fieldtrips to the Oregon Zoo, the Clackamas Aquatic Park, and the Regional Keystone Conference in Seattle.  They even provided for me to receive flying lessons, and, at the age of thirteen I copiloted an airplane.  

However, the most significant quality the Club instilled in me is a sense of responsibility and morality.  The Club afforded me many opportunities to develop my skills as a leader such as conducting Little Kid Lock-ins, overseeing the distribution of snacks or gifts for the Christmas party, and serving as vice president of Keystone. Because of all these experiences I had undergone I was slowly becoming the compassionate and understanding person that I hope to be. Indeed, the club has facilitated my development as a productive and ambitious citizen. 
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